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* Peter, i li. 3 ap free and not uſer ing your 
liberty for a cloke of maliciouſneſs, but 


as ſervants of God. 


ROM this and many other paſlages i in the 
New Teſtament, it appears that in the 
earlieſt times of the Goſpel the doctrine of 


Chriſtian Liberty was either greatly miſunder- 


ſtood, or perverſely extended to very unwar- 
rantable lengths. The probable cauſes of This 
are to be met with in the particular circumſtan- 
ces of the New Chriſtians, as well as in the na- 
tural biaſs of mankind; and for the remedy of 
their conſequential evils, and the prevention of 
them for the future, we may infer the neceſſity 
of that clearneſs and ſtrictneſs, with which 


A 2 | we 


( 4) 
we actually find the Rights and Powers of 
Authority, and the duties of Subordination 
and Submiſhon required by the laws and doc- 
trines of Chriſtianity. 


The Equality, which upon the principles 
of the Goſpel ſubſiſted among all ranks and 


orders of men, with reſpect to their great 


Creator, their Saviour and Judge, as Men, 
and as Servants of the ſame common Lord 
and Maſter, Heirs of the ſame promiſes, and 


expectations; which appeared daily in their 


mutual intercourſe, and in the ſervice of re. 
ligion, in the extraordinary powers of the 
Holy Spirit, diffuſed without regard to world. 
ly rank among all the members of the Church; 
together with the national prejudices of the 


Jews; may very fairly be preſumed to have co- 


operated to this point, and to have led many 
to conceive that their Union and Fellowſhip 
in the: Goſpel of Chriſt, their equal partici- 


pation of ſuch glorious privileges, and of the 


miraculous Powers: of the Holy Ghoſt, ſet 
them above the obligation, not only of the 


. ſeveral relations of private. Life, but the du - 


ow! alſo of e Bubondinanees and Obedi. 
* 5 ence. 


C37 
ence. To the latter error, the Converts of 
the Jewiſh Nation in particular were liable 
from the peculiar nature of their ſituation, 
The general averſion and contempt, in which 
the Heathen Nations were holden by the 
Jews, is well known; the reluctance and in- 


of Moſes, which they eſteemed. ſuperior to 
eyery other obligation. It is therefore by no 
means unnatural to ſuppoſe, that many among 
the Jewiſh Converts might eaſily imagine, that 
the Liberty of the Goſpel, which freed them 
1 from the yoke of the Law, freed them alſo 
from every Subjection, but to the Kingdom 
of Chriſt; that little or no regard was due to 
the authority of human Inſtitutions, and the 


una of people, whom they abhorred and de- 
ſpiſed. And we find in fact from their own 
) Hiſtorian that about this time it was aſſerted 
* among ſome of the Jews, that no obedience 
: was due to the Romans, and to None but to 
t God; chat they were free, and that even 
e death was threatened: to ſuch as talked of ſub. 
= miſſion: to the Roman Power; and further 
le chat cheſe en for Liberty, as being Ser- 


3 e i | vants 


dignation, with which they bore their yoke, 
and the zeal of their attachment to the Law 
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vants only of God, filled their miſerable 


country with every evil, which the exceſs of 
the moſt diſſolute a e and Vio- 


| The notion of Independence 1s too flatter. 
ing to the haughty Spirit of Man; too indul. 
gent to his appetites and paſſions, not to be 
readily adopted and eagerly entertained. 
There is an uneaſineſs in reſtraint which men 
are glad to get rid of at any rate; and, how- 
ever uſeful and neceſlary it may be, there is 


ſomething galling, in the very idea of Subjec- 


tion. They will therefore naturally catch at 


every pretence of Exemption from the con- 


troul of Superior Power, and at every ſhadow 
of freedom from the reſtraints of Morality 
and Law; and more eſpecially will be apt to 


embrace' them readily, when they. ſuppoſe 


them to be founded on the ſacred authorities 
of Conſcience and Religion. Of the prone- 
neſs of Mankind to this Deluſion, we have 


too many proofs in hiſtory, too many inſtan- 


ces of its fatal effects. On this baſis the uſur- 
pations of the Papacy have raiſed their Vicar- 


Jal N of * on Earth, and have exal. 
ted 


| CF 3 
ted the Dominion of the See of Rome above 
all Principalities and Power. With theſe 
arms ambition, luſt, and avarice, at different 
Periods and in different Countries, have 
broken through every reſtraint, and trampled 
under their feet all Authority and Law ; and 
under the ſanction of pretended principles of 
the Goſpel, have defiled the Earth with Pollu- 
tions, or ravaged it with Outrage and Deſola- | 
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Such have been the deplorable Conſequen- | 
ces, which from time to time have reſal- | 
ted, ſince the riſe of Chriſtianity, from miſta- 
ken Notions, miſguided Zeal, or willful and 


5 corrupt miſunderſtandings of the liberty and | 
| power of the Goſpel ; and have rendered our „ a 
moſt holy Religion ſubſervient to the worſt * 
f purpoſes of the paſſions of Men. But Wiſdom | 
is clear, and to be juſtified in all her Mas. 
: How equal ſoever, and upon a level, all Man- 
E kind may be with regard to God; Who is ng ; 
7 reſpecter of Perſons, in whoſe fight all the King- 1 | 
: doms of the Earth are but as Dreſs, and the Na- 1 
5 tons as a Drop of a Bucket ; before whom they © ; 
are as Nothing, Gs are + counted leſe than n, | | 
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tid Fanity ; yet the $aborditiations of the fs 


veral ranks of men, and the Powers of Govern- 


ment are eſtabliſhed under the immediate 


Care and Providence of the Almighty: and, 
whatever Encouragement Men may have pre- 
tended to draw from the particular Circum- 


| ſtances and Doctrines of Chriſtianity, to the 


reducing of Mankind to one common Level, | 
to the extinction of Propefty, the abolitish of 
the reſtraints of Law, and authority of Magiſ- 
tracy; it is entirely diſclaimed by Chriſtianity 
itſelf; is in its conſequences tos ſubverſive of 


all Morality and Virtue, not to be utterly fe. 


pugnant to the great end, and that general 
teaching « of the Goſpel, which requires, that 


: denying ungodlineſs and avorldly lufts, Men fhould 
live ſoberly, righteouſly and godly in the preſent 
world, looking for the bleſſed Hope and the glori- 


ous appearing of the. great God and our Savititr 


| Feſus Chriſt ; who gave himſelf for ile, that He 


might redeem us from all Tniquity, and purify unto 
N himſelf a peculiar people acalous of gobd Warks. 


But, befides this general deſign and intention 
of the Goſpel ; with which That alſo of civil 
Government correſponds, and which the fd: 
vetfiog of it would i in great meafure defeat; 

not 
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not only the moral duties of private. Life, but 
thoſe alſo of Society, the juſt Rights of the ſe. 


veral ranks of Men, the preeminence and 


ſubordination of their Degrees, the rights 


and duties of public Government and Obe- 


dience, are therein ſupported and enforced on 
principles peculiarly Chriſtian; from the Exam- 


ple, Humiliation, and Sufferings of the great 
Author and Finiſher of. our Faith, and as part 


of the Chriſtian Service and Obedience due to 


God, as well as from the more generaland poſi- 
tive injunctions of Himſelf and of his Apoſtles. 
His life affords us various inſtances of his 
own Obedience and. Deference to Authority. 
Though. conſcious to himſelf of the fullneſs. 


of his power and greatneſs, He is all Subjec- 
tion; He interferes nat with the juriſdiction 
of the Laws; but to a petition determinable 


by Them, replies with indignatzon, Man, who. 
made me a Judge or Divider over you 2 . He 
pays the tribute- money demanded; and on 


another oceaſion commands To render unto. 
| Ceſar tbe. things dug unto C & ſar and again, . 
ſays to the multitude and his deſciples, The 


1 


Seribes and Phariſees fit in Moſes” ſeat; all there 


re alf they id yo ere that Herve 
and 
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end do; exacting the reſpect and reverence 
due to their ſtation, however he condemns 
their practice. When he knew the multi- 
tudes would have made him King, he ſecretes 
himſelf from them, and retires into the 
mountains Alone; and at length, with legions 
of Angels at his command, and Lord of all 
dominion and power, in obedienee to the 
deciſion of Government, ſubmits patiently to 
the Death and Sufferings of the Croſs. 


Such is the Pattern of Submiſſion preſented 
in the example of our Lord and Saviour; ſuch 
His Life; ſuch the Injunctions which he layed 
upon his Followers : and agreeable to this, is 
the whole tenour of the precepts given by his 
Apoſtles, urging from the example of their 
Maſter, for the honour of God and His doc- 
 trine of the Goſpel, the Duties of Subordina- 
tion ; ſupporting the Rights of Government, 
and enforcing Reſpect and Obedience to 
Magiſtracy and Law. Put them in mind, ſays 
St Paul to Titus, 'zo be ſubject to Principalities 
and Powers, and to obey Magi rater. To the 
Romans, he writes, Let every Soul be ſubject 
unto the higher Powers ; for there is no Power 

F * but 


( 1 
but of "oP the Powers that be, are ordained f 
Ged ; whoſoever therefore reſiteth the Power, 
reſi Neth the Ordinance of God ; and they that 
reſt ſhall receive to themſelves Damnation. St 
Peter likewiſe gives this general command- 
ment; Submit yourſelves 1 to everyOrdinance of M an 
for the Lord's fake ; whether it be to the King as 
| ſupreme, or unto Governors, as unto them that are 
ent by him for the puniſhment of evil. ders, and 
a. the praiſe of them that do well ; for ſo is the 
will of God, that ye put to fl lence the ignorance of 
| fooliſh men ; as free, and not uſing your liberty 


j 
for a cloke of maliciouſneſs, but as the ſervants of | 
q Gad. | 
; It appears therefore that the Liberty of the | 
"= Goſpel furniſhes no pretext for confounding 
b and levelling the orders of Men, or releaſing 
> them from the reſtraints of Law: on the con- 


5 trary, the Rights of ſuperiors, Reſpect and 
0 Submiſſion to Government is preſſed by our 
8 Lord and his Apoſtles in the cleareſt and moſt 
Cogent manner. God, as St Paul ſays, on ano- 
e ther occafion, is not the author Confuſtion, but 
7 of Peace ; and accordingly, in his gracious 
"0 © goodneſs to Mankind, has both declared the 
it | | B 1 of 
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Authority of Governments to proceed from 
himſelf and to be ordained of him, and has re- 


quired Obedietice to them, as Service to Him- 
ſelf, denouncing condemnation againſt the 
Diſobedient. Submiſſion therefore and Obe- 


dience to Government Teſt on the ſureſt 


foundation, the Authority and expreſs com- 
mands of God. But its neceſlity i is further to 
be fupported and maintained from the general 
nature and deſign of Government, and more 
particularly with reſpeRt to ourſelves, from 
the excellence of our own Conſtitution, 


The bare mention that the great end of 


Government is the preſervation of * property, 


comprehending under that term the lives, 
Liberties, and Eſtates of men, is in a manner 
ſufficient to ſhew that the happineſs of man- 
kind depends, on the ſupport of its autho- 
rity; that the peace and quiet and ſecurity 
of ſociety and of individuals, are in propor- 
tion to its ſtrength or weakneſs, i its vigour or 
relaxation. And from thence the inference 
is clear, that for the ſake of this great and 


beneficial purpoſe, for the preſervation and 
advance» 


v. Locke on Civil Goyetnment. C. 9. 5 123, 
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8 
Advancement both of public and private feli- 
city, Obedience to Government is neceſſary, 
inaſmuch as whatever impedes its ſtrength and 
vigour, obſtructs likewiſe the general and par- 
ticular Happineſs of Man. For men have 
either voluntarily given up, or been com- 
pelled to ſubmit their Natural Rights,* of 
judging of Themſelves, and of redreſſing and 


puniſhing injuries to themſelves by their own 


power; and have renounced the uhcontrous 
led enjoyment of all the Privileges of the Law 
of Nature, that the common and known ar- 


bitration of the Laws, and the collected Power 


of Society might afford that Protection and 
Security, might maintain that Order and pub- 
lic Tranquility, and eſtabliſh that private en- 
joyment of Property, which is eflential to 


Happineſs, and which, on no other footing, 
tan poſlibly be ſupported in the world, 


Such are the principles, upon which Obe- 
dience to Government is founded: and, if 
any increaſe of obligation to this duty ariſes 
from the nature of any particular Govern- 
ment, This Nation, above all others, is boun - 


V. Locke on Ciril-Gor, e. 7. 87. 


E 
den by the ſtrongeſt ties to quiet and grateful 
Submiſſion to the Laws, from the peculiar 
and tranſcendent excellency of its Conſtitu- 
tion: which, beyond all compariſon, is fra- 
med in the wiſeſt and moſt perfect ſyſtem for 
the maintenance and advancement of every 
beneſicial purpoſe of political Society. In the 
general view, we find in it the advantages of 
every ſpecies of Government united. The 
Patriotiſm and Public Spirit of the People, 
the Wiſdom and Abilities of the Nobles, the 
Vigour and Strength of Monarchy are here 
moſt happily combined; by their mutual and 
abſolute check upon each other, reſtraining 
the Folly and Madneſs of the People, the In- 
ſolence and Oppreſſion of the Great, and the 
Tyranny of Regal Deſpotiſm: and have ſs 
blended in the Conſtitution the zeal of pub. 
lic Virtue and Liberty, the prudence and 
ſagacity of Counſel, the activity and ſtrength 
of Power, that they go hand in hand together, 
and effectually cooperate to the Happineſs 
and Stahility of the Whole. A ſyſtem of 
Government excellent beyond all other ; Not 
 thort-lived and viſionary, as in the times of 

Imperial Tyranny had been imagined; but 


V. Tacitus Annal. 4. 5 33. 


ER. 1 
ſuck, as in this Country for ages has been re- 
alized to the ſingular glory and happineſs of 
this Nation, and has maintained inviolate the 
Lives, and Liberties, and Fortunes of its Subs 
jets ; produeing ſuch public and private 
ſecurities for their Prefetvation, as no other 
Country can boaſt! With regard to the Pubs 
lie, beſides the general and natural tendeney 
of ſuch a combination, and mutual check of 
the ſeveral Powers of the State ; the rights 
and libertiés of the people are expreſsly de- 
clared and ſpecified ; and in cafe of any pub. 
lic Grievance in our Laws, or Violation of 
them, application is permitted to either of the 


branches of the Legiſlature, under ſuch wiſe. 


and prudent regulations, as at the ſame time 


to prevent all factious and licentious tumult, 


and to arm it with ſufficient energy and pow- 
er. If we conſider the more private ſecuri- 
ties of the Subject; its Courts of Law are 


ever open for the Support of Rights, and the 


Redreſs of Injuries: with Them, the Preſerva- 
tion of private Property, the Lives, and Li- 
berties; and Eſtates of individuals, is entruſt. 
ed; Ns Offenders are todo great for Puniſh- 


ment, no | Subject too inconſiderable for the 


"Re 
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Redreſs of Juſtice. I need not mention the 
well-known. powers of the Habeas Corpus, 
the Trial by Jury, the conſtant Adminiſtra- 
tion of Juſtice in the prefervation of the Peace, 
by Magiſtrates in. their ſeveral Counties, at 
Home and in their public Seſſions; and its. 
ſolemn diſpenſations by the venerable. Sages. 


of the Law throughout the whole Kingdom, 
in their ſeveral circuits : but, the Separation, 


and diſtinction of the Judicial Power from the. 
Legiſlative and Executive, is more particu- 
larly to be regarded, together with the noble 
independence of the Judges, the Guardians 
and Oracles of our Laws; who now, by the 
great Bleſſing of the Revolution, and the 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs of our preſent moſt 
gracious Sovereign, are irremoveable from 
their ſtation, but by their own corrupt and. 
illegal diſpenſation of Juſtice; and are ſecure 


in the full and certain enjoyment of ſuch ap- 
pointments, as are ſuitable to the dignity and 


importance of their ſtation, and to the ſupport 


of their Independence and Incorruption :. 
Wiſe and admirable proviſions, eſſential to, 
the impartiality of Juſtice, and the ſtrongeſt. 


preſervatives of the. Rights and . of 
the * LE : 
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From this ſhort review, the fingular Excel. 


lence of our. Conflitution may appear; and 
together with the preceding reflections, 
teach us, how ſrialy we are bounden in Rea. 


ſon, i in Gratitude and Conſeience, to a Ready 


and uniform Obedience to its Laws; a duty 
eſſential alſo to its Preſervation, and to the 


continuance of that ProteQion, that Security; 
that Felicity, which is the end and purpoſe of 
all Government, and which we peculiarly | 


enjoy under our Own, and is ſecured to Us in 
the moſt eminent degren.. ny 


The 3 reflections | have * ſince 
been addreſſed to you from this place on a 
more appropriate occaſion; the great and 
ſolemn Adminiſtration of public Juſtice in 
this County. In the preſent times; when, un- 
der the pretences of a better Equalization, 
and Support of the natural Rights of Man, a 
| reſtleſs and. turbulent Spirit of Innovation has 5 
gone forth into the world, and the deluſive 5 


7 


and ſpecious Phantom i 18 everywhere. extend- 


ing its baleful and deſtructive Influence z 1 it, 


may not be deemed, 1 flatter myſelf, impro- 


per, to have recalled. to your attention theſe _ 
"06% moſt 


/ 


3 | ( 1 
-— A „ moſt: -important Conſiderations, the End and 
© Sanctibns of Government, and the Duties and 
Grounds of Reverence and Submiſſion to its 
Authority: and to have preſented again this 
ſketch of the frame and conſtitution of our 
Oun, in order that in ſome degree we might 
know, even from this imperfect view, and 
feel its excellence, not only in its public 
ſti rength and energy, but in its peculiar pro- 
viſion for the happineſs of its Subjects, and 
the Enjoyment by every Individual, in peace 
and ſecurity, of all, that rational Liberty can 
deſire.—0 Liberty! thou ſacred and much- 
injured name, How often under thy cover has 
maliciouſneſs been cloked 1 ? Aſſuming thy form, 
how frequently has, lawleſs Oppreſſion tram. 
pled. on the deareſt Rights of Man; outrage- | 
ous Licentiouſneſs and domineering Tyranny 8 
uſurped thy throne, even now freſh reeking 7 
with maſſacre, with innocent and Royal 4 
Blood; 3g and under pretenſions to thyſanction, 
ſpreading abroad, with i imperious Deſpotiſm, 
the Deſolations of War, the Miſeries of Con- 
faſion and Anarchy ; 1 and hurling Defiance at 
the World? Turn from us, O God, the fu- 
1 . of the Storm Calm i its Rage, and reſtore” | 


Ft 
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i to the labouring World, Tranquility, Peace, 


| and Order ! Without the controuling coer- 
cion of Law, no true, no Liberty worthy the 
concern of Man, can poſſibly exiſt. In that. 
frame of Government, with which the graci- 
ous Favour of che Almighty has bleſſed theſe 


Kingdoms, the known authority and powers 


of Law are ever in exertioa for the ſupport. 
and maintenance of all that is dear to Man, 


in the ſafeguard and protection of his Life, 


his Liberty and Property, againſt every uſur- 
| pation of violence and oppreſſion. Happy, 
| Supremely happy muſt we be, if we duly feel 
and Prize, and cheriſh, this, ineſtimable Gift 


of God! 
Let us therefore, my Brethren, i in Nel con- 


viction of our duty towards God, to our 


Country, and to ourſelves, if we regard the 
Sanctions, which God has given to Govern- 


ment, the welfare and proſperity of our 


75 Country, and our own particular and deareſt | 


Intereſts, chearfully and conſcientiouſly co- 
operate with the. exertions of Government in 


their ſupport ; ; by ready Submiſſion and Obe- 
| dience to the Laws, i in brotherly Affection one 


7 io: another, Honour to the King and thoſe in | 


c 2 „„ Authos. 
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Authority ü nder him, and in the humble 


Fear of the Great and Glorious God, by 
whoin, for the benefit of Mankind, the Pow- 


ers of Government have been ordained, and 
who is not the Author of Confuſion, but the 


God of Peace. And with due Reverence and 
grateful Hearts let us return Thanks unto 
Him, for his gracious Preſervation of our 
Laws, and Liberties, and Religion; and for- 
ſakihg our Sins, and turning unto the Lord 
our God in ſincerity "and truth with all our 
Hearts, let us implore His Mercy upon us, 
and the continual Protection of His Provi- 
dence, Peace and Proſperity upon Urael Now. 


2 and 2er Evermore. 
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